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disability. He no doubt found it convenient to be so
far an outlaw that his creditors had no legal remedy
against him. At the time of his funeral the bill for his
wedding-suit was still unpaid.

At Manosque the Mirabeaus lodged in the house of
friends, whose son was at home on leave from his
regiment. In the monotonous dulness of a little country
town an intrigue with a young woman, who was not
without attractive social gifts, was a pleasant diversion
to a youthful musketeer. Madame de Mirabeau was weak
in character and had been ill educated among domestic
examples of lax morality; whatever principles she may
have had were shaken by the example of her husband's
libertinage and by the pains he had taken to emancipate
her from the prejudices of a religion disdained by his
philosophy. It is not therefore strange that she should
have yielded to a passing caprice.

A letter which fell into Mirabeau's hands acquainted
him with his wife's infidelity. However superior he
might be to prejudices, the discovery was mortifying.
He seems at this time to have been really attached to
his wife, and in any case such treachery must have
wounded his self-esteem. That he determined to pardon
the offence is less a proof of insensibility than of self-
control and of a natural equity which prevented him
from feeling greatly indignant with others for n'ot
observing in their actions a higher standard of morals
than his own, and to which, as well as to a disposition
not easily moved to lasting anger or hatred, we may
ascribe the singular absence of revengeful or rancorous
feelings which distinguished him both in public and in
private life. He insisted that his wife should dismiss